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Mechanized Farming compared to Sustainable  

Agriculture requires different inputs and training.  

Mechanized Farming ï needs to include tractor type 

equipment and you must be able to dry, package, trans-

port via containers and semi-trucks. 

Sustainable Agriculture ï Usually we think of mostly 

labour to prepare the ground, plant, fertilize, spray, har-

vest and delivery usually in bags. 

 

Production Principles and examples  

TO INCREASE SOMETHING YOU SUBSIDIZE IT.  

In agriculture, we need to occasionally have very  

reasonable profits to offset minimum or sometimes  

 

 

 

 

 

total losses due to hurricanes, too wet, too dry, worms, 

weeds, insects or a loss of market where prices are below 

production costs. (Locally produced vegetables are often 

in this category) This results in an incentive to plant next 

year. We need government to help pave the way, import 

wise, market wise and financing. 

TO DECREASE SOMETHING YOU TAX IT.  

By regulating markets, controlling prices and implement-

ing unreasonable taxations, you hamper profits and hence 

production efforts and investment decreases. The result is 

little or no hope or incentive to plant next year.  

(Continued on page 19) 
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Inside this issue: 

  

John Carr speaks, and Belize Ag listens.  
 

Mechanized Farming compared to Sustainable Agriculture  

Mission Statement;  

The Belize Ag Report is a monthly agriculture newsletter. Our 

purpose is to collect, edit and disseminate information useful 

to the Belizean producer, large or small. We invite opinions 

on issues, which are not necessarily our own .  

Belize Ag neither solicits nor accepts political ads. 

Monthly Newsletter $1  
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From the Editor  
Greetings,  

 

Allow us to introduce ourselves.  We are The Belize  Ag 

Report, a monthly newsletter, headquartered in the Cayo 

District, but covering the entire country of Belize.  

How did we come into existence?  As a result of an exas-

perating conversation asking a friend,' Where is the agri-

culture news?', given that it is the largest sector of the Be-

lizean economy. Simply put, it's an astounding situation 

here! Even the agriculture sector itself,  in a way, feel 'un-

newsworthyô. 

 

We do not claim to be the official voice of agriculture 

Please read our mission statement printed on front 

page.  To the other members of the Belizean media, we 

say óPlease listen to agriculture.ô   What is more important 

than the food we eat?  Isn't food the new 'oil'  in the world 

economy? What good is oil or money if you don't have 

food? 

 

Agriculture is about growth, the next generation, the next 

crop, for us, that is, the next issue - we look forward to 

growing and serving you.  We thank all our sponsors for 

advertisements. We will be contacting more of you poten-

tial advertisers. If we have more supporters, then we can 

also have more articles.  Our goal is to maintain a com-

patible ratio - enough  ads to support the  

articles. 

Our goal is to cover agriculture countrywide - we fell down 

on this a bit, we apologize to the cane farmers.  HUGE 

THANK YOU to all our contributors. Please keep us in 

mind when you feel like writing again. If you enjoyed a 

feature, please tell us, and we will relay your thoughts. 

 

The heart of the paper , the commodities prices , is new to 

us - but in the future look for weekly updates 

online,  graphs to show history and trends, and prices from 

Peten, Guatemala and southern Mexico. 

 

We invite farmers, and the public to communicate with us 

- note the columns with 'write in' sections - q and a for 

Organic Production, Vet Column, Alternative Energy, and 

Ask Rubber Boots - the catch all column for all q and a ... 

Please write us with your ideas for topics you would like 

covered, and let us hear from you. Our format is fluid - We 

are all ears. 

Until the next issue, keep well and enjoy the rural life.  

See  you at the NATS! 
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The supplies vary according to the time of the year, weather and imports. Also the wholesale to retail price 
markups vary as well.  
These prices and terms are best estimates from our best sources and simply provide a range to assist 

buyers and  sellers in negotiations . 
 

PRICES AS OF APRIL 13-20 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture Prices at a Glance - $$$$$  

 
A & B deno tes the difference between flesh , weight,age  quality  and yield  
 

Cattle  A B 

Young Bulls, Steers, Heifers for slaughter  1.05 -  1.10  0.95 -1.05  

Aged Cows  0.80 -  0.90  0.70 -  0.80  

Old Bulls  0.95 -  1.05  0.85  -  0.95  

Heifers for breeding  by the head  $1200 to  $2500  

Young grass cattle (300 -550lbs)  1.20 -  1.30  1.10 ï 1.20  

Hogs  A B 

Weiner  Pigs, per head -  30 to 50lbs  $75.00  to  $90.00  

But cher  Hogs, per lb. -  125 -  200lbs  2.15 -  2.25  2.05 -  2.15  

Sheep  A B 

Young Lambs for slaughter, per lb.  2.75 -  3.50  2.25 -  2.75  

Mature Sheep, per lb.  2.25 -  2.75  1.75 -  2.25  

Eggs  A B 

A & B according to size -  per tray of 30  $5.75  $5.25  

Chickens  A B 

Broilers -  live per lb.  $1.35  $1.30  

Old Hens  $0.65  $0.60  

Citrus  
Oranges  -  per 90 lb box         (most growers say these  estimated  prices  $5.50  
Grapefruit -  per 90 lb. box           are below the cost of production )  $3.25  

Grains,  Beans  & Rice  A B 

Corn per lb.  .25 -  .27  .2 3 -  .25  

Milo per lb.  .23 -  .25  .21 -  .23  

RKôs, Blacks &  Little  Reds-  per 100 lbs  (wholesale)  125  -150  115 -  125  

Rice: Paddy per lb.  $0.34  

Wholesale milled per lb.  $1.22  

Retail Control per lb  $1.31  

Sugar  Corozal  Orange Walk  

1st Payment  (Cane)  $36.81  $34.50  

After 2nd Payment  (Cane)  46.00 est.  46.00 e st.  

Processed Sugar ï White  (112#sack)   .45 control ed .50 retail  

Processed Sugar -  Brown (112#sack)   .39 control ed .45 retail  

Bananas  
Export Price -  per 40  lb Box  $8.42 U.S.  

Wholesale -  per 40  lb Box                      $6.00 BZ  

Retail - per 10                            $1.00  BZ 

Fruit & Vegetables  Wholesale Retail 

Tomatoes  .50 ï 75                         1.00 ï 1.50 

Cabbage .30 - .60 .75 - 1.25 

Cucumber .30 - .50 .75 - 1.25 

Peppers 1.25 -2.00 2.50 - 3.50 

Carrots .75 - 1.00                 1.25 - 1.50 
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Organic Production  

Visiting the Bank  

When farmers are presented the question of what crop 

they grow, the typical answer is ñCorn, Beans, Rice, etc.ò 

When an Organic Farmer is asked the same question, their 

answer is always ñThe Soil.ò  For the Organic Farmer, the 

soil is the primary product for their farm, it is their farm.  

The growing of the soil is really a simple process, and we 

want to explain the process with the comparison of a bank.  

Banks provide two types of savings yields, a short term 

return on money that is deposited and a long term return.  

The short term can be withdrawn at anytime, which pro-

vides a lower return to the depositor.  To obtain the higher 

rate, long term return, the depositor is required to commit 

their deposit to a certain time period.  This procedure is 

identical in the farming process.  Using conventional 

methods, the crop is chosen to be grown and then the fer-

tilizer, insecticides and fungicides are added to produce 

that specific crop for that specific time.  This process re-

starts again at harvest time for the next crop.  In this proc-

ess, the soil is mainly used as a pillar to support the plant 

while growing.  All requirements for promoting the growth 

is provided externally of the soil.  Using the organic meth-

ods, the crop is chosen due to what is currently available 

for the soil to yield.  The soil contains the majority of the 

components to provide the prolific growth of the plant.  

 

To grow soil, the process is quite simple.  There are 3 ma-

jor items that are required to promote the growth of soil; 

Compost, Rotation and Microbes. Compost is a process 

that returns the nutrients back to the soil that was bor-

rowed by the plant in the previous growing cycle.  The ma-

jority of the nutrients borrowed are still maintained in the 

green material after the crop harvest.  Compost will allow 

the nutrients to break down and return to revitalize the 

soil.  Rotation is the process of maintaining the nitrogen 

cycle.  Selection of proper plants during crop rotation pro-

vides an adequate nitrogen level for growth of crops.  

Maintaining legumes in the rotation will allow for these 

small nitrogen pumps to pull nitrogen from the atmos-

phere and place it in the soil for use by the following crop. 

Plants in the legume family are peanuts, and various 

beans.  Following the legume crop, the crop will have ex-

cess nitrogen for use in growth.   

Microbes are soil borne organisms that will convert min-

eral nutrients into organic materials that the crop will be 

able to utilize directly.  Microbe health is one of the most 

important aspects of the health of the soils, and further 

health of the plant that is grown in the soil.  

In following articles, we will break down the entire process  

 
of soil development and the process to achieve the growing 
of soil in detail.  
In a closing note, the most fertile soil in the world today, 
termed Terra Preta, was created over 2000 years ago by 
farmers who grew soil as their crop, and harvested the by-
products to feed a nation. For further information see:  
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terra_preta  

If you have any questions you would like to have answered 
concerning Organic Farming methods, please email me at 
the link below.  

Greg Clark  

Organic@belizeagreport.com 

ééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

VET COLUMN  
 
Equine Grass Sickness  
 
While trying to diagnose what suddenly and eventually 
claimed the life of one of our best brood mares,( daughter 
of the well know ranch & race horse, Popcorn 
(Palomino). we learned of a newly diagnosed disease, 
Equine Grass Sickness.  We invite our readers to learn 
about this new sickness  in the following arti-
cle  from   Wikipedia.  
 
Beth Roberson, Cedar Bluff Ranch  
 
Clinical signs  
Grass sickness is a polyneuropathy  affecting the central, 
peripheral and enteric nervous systems. The majority of 
visible clinical signs are related to paralysis within the 
digestive tract although nerve damage occurs throughout 
the body. There are three forms of grass sickness: 

¶ acute grass sickness (AGS) - horses display signs of 
colic and require euthanasia or die within 48 hours  

¶ subacute grass sickness (SAGS) - horses display 
clinical signs similar to AGS but with less severity and 
may survive up to 7 days 
chronic grass sickness (CGS) - horses present with severe 
and rapid weight loss and a selected portion of these 
cases may survive. 

Clinical signs common to all subsets include: depression, 
anorexia, colic (moderate with AGS/SAGS and mild with 
CGS), excess salivation, constipation, nasogastric fluid 
secretion, patchy sweating, muscle tremors and eyelid 
drooping.  
 
 

Continued on page  17 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyneuropathy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nervous_system
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Esperanza Fertilizer  Established 1984 

 

Call: 628 9301 or 620 1351 
Severing Belize the Fertilizer It Needs 

 

Save 50%-70% on all fertilizer!!!  

 

100% Belizean Organic Fertilizer and Slow Releasing Rock Fertilizer  

 

                                                          Dolomite 18 MgO          36.00/ton 

Rock Fertilizer 0-1-17  $90.00/ton 

Rock Fertilizer 0-3-4  $90.00/ton 

 

Blended Mixes Supplying Trace Mineral and MgO, Calcium, and NKP 

 

       2-4-14              $260.00/ton 

                                                    6-3-6 General Purpose                   $200.00/ton 

                                                    0-1-16              $190.00/ton 

                                                    2-1-6              $200.00/ton 

                                                    5-5-5 Flowering mix            $250.00/ton 

 

             All prices by Metric Ton in Bulk.  In bags, add $20.00 per ton.  Delivery $15 to $40 per ton  

             Depending on location.   

 

COMPARE & SAVE!  

 

Chemical fertilizer 

19-9-19 

Organic Fertilizer  

6-3-6 

Chicken Manure 

1-0.5-1 

1 Ton Chemical Fertilizer 

N.P.K 

3.16 Ton 

Organic fertilizer N.P.K  

19 Ton N.P.K 

Chicken Manure 

 

General recommended application N.P.K 

120lbs Nitrogen Chemical 

60 Nitrogen organic or Manure 

50lbs Phosphorus chemical or organic 

120lbs Potassium 

 

Thus total then to = 

6.3 bags chemical fertilizer 

19-9-19 per acre 

19-9 bags organic 6-3-6 

Fertilizer per acre 

114 bags chicken manure 

Per acre 

 

Cost per acre 

Chemical fertilizers 

$510.30 

Organic fertilizers 

$200.00 

Chicken manure 

$684                                                                                                                                              

330 SAVED!!! 

 

504 per acre 

SAVED! 
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Please let us send you a brochure that can aid 
you in a smart  and safe purchase -just call or 
email us  and we'll help you get started.  

Sales: Jonathan Lohr 

Telephone: 011-501-610-4458 (Belize) 

Fax: 1-831-854-5983 (US) 

 

Postal address: 

119A Western Highway  

San Ignacio, Cayo,  

Email: properties@ceibarealtybelize.com 

www.ceibarealtybelize.com 

 

 

 

 

 
West Street, San Ignacio, Cayo  

 
Phone & Fax: 011 -501-824 -4450   

  
Cellular: 670 -7530& 665 -8894  

 
E-mail:   diamondbz@btl.net   

  
Website: www.diamondbz.com  

mailto:properties@ceibarealtybelize.com
mailto:diamondbz@btl.net
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Hard Times for Citrus Growerséébut there is a  

silver lining!  

 

The world economic crisis is having a severe effect on citrus 

prices. World stocks of orange juice are at an all time high, 

and prices are unbelievably low. This year for example, Beliz-

ean citrus growers will receive $5.50 a box for oranges and 

$3.25 for grapefruit. It costs about $7 to grow and deliver a 

box of oranges and $5.50 for grapefruit.  

No one can predict the turnaround in the world markets and 

it could get even worse. After two profitable years, in 2006 

and 2007, the Citrus Industry decided to invest in a ñvalue 

added juice lineò, in order to be able to produce and sell di-

rectly to the consumer, what the consumer wantedé.a shelf 

stable citrus juice in a package that does not require refrigera-

tion. For too many years, Belize has been producing and sell-

ing a commodity which had to be sold to juice processors who 

packaged the juice and sold it to consumers. 

The most successful soft drink company in the world, Coco 

Cola, produces and sells soft drinks which can be distributed 

and stored without refrigeration. The fresh juices and not 

from concentrated juices that our Industry presently produce 

require refrigeration, so that retailers can only buy what they 

can store in their refrigerator. Even the commodity concen-

trated juice has to be shipped and stored frozen. Far better to 

have a product that can be stored and distributed under nor-

mal conditions.  

This year will mark the start -up of the ñTetra-packò line at the 

factory in Pomona. It should start to produce significant re-

sults and better prices for growers next year. It is an invest-

ment of $10 million at a time when many question the viabil-

ity of the Industry. This is an Industry which has continually 

been Belizeôs leading agricultural earner of foreign exchange 

and directly affects over 5,000 Belizeans.  

 

This year will be a very bad year with lots of belt tightening, 

brought about by world market conditions over which we have 

no control. The Tetra pack line will enable growers to share in 

all the profits in selling the juice to the consumer, and most 

importantly, the Industry will be producing the juice in a 

package which will be consumer friendly and much easier to 

distribute and store.  

How can one be so confidant that this venture will be profit-

able and give growers a profitable price for their fruit? The 

answer lies in what has traditionally be the core reason why 

juice producers have been willing to buy Belizean concen-

trated juiceséé.because of our high quality, they buy our 

juice to blend upwards their lower quality products.  

Belize has the quality product. Soon, with the right packaging 

and distribution, our citrus farmers will be able to receive a 

profitable return on their citrus investments.   

 

By Frank RedmondðChairman of the Citrus Growers Assoc. 
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Introduction to history and structure of  
Spanish Lookout  

 
When we came to Belize, then British Honduras in 1958 
we did not ask for land grants or tax exemptions but 
agreed to pay all duties and taxes. We asked for the 
freedom to educate our children in our own schools, 
exemption from military service and compulsory social 
programs. 
 
There is a big falsehood about tax payments. Many  
government officials and others believe or used to  
believe that Mennonites donôt pay taxes. This is not 
true. We have had no income tax exemption or any 
other exemptions except for immigration head tax as 
offered by the government. 
 
Primarily the elders of the church and community  
leaders started the community.  Each church district 
has its own elders, which have general meetings to  
obtain unified management of the mainline church  
affiliation. We used to elect trusties for the mundane 
administration at a brotherhood meeting.  Now there 
are so many different church affiliations that we elect 
the trustees at a general meeting for the sake of  
democracy. We elect a three-member executive  
committee for the oversight of all committees and  
representation before the government. Each village or 
school district elects a member for the school, road, and 
land committee. Each village elects a chairman.  

Overseers are elected for community-wide committees. 
We have various committees which are elected for gen-
eral community projects. The last Saturday of each 
month there is a general committee meeting, where all 
aspects of the management are planned. The chairman 
of the executive committee chairs the meeting.  
 
Financial needs are met by a membership and income 
fee.  2% is charged on all crops, 1% on livestock sales, 
and 0.25 % percent on all business sales. You have to 
pay a road-use fee for every tractor and vehicle as well 
as an acreage fee and a heavy fee for pavement road 
frontage. 

 There are four revolving plan CO-Ops in the  
community, Farmers Trading Center Western Dairies, 
Quality Poultry Products and Farmers Light Plant.  
Dividends are paid out to community members five to 
eight years later for the amount of business you have 
done this year.    

  Today I will again quote the prophet Jeremiah when 
he advised the children of Israel on their conduct in the 
captivity of Babylon. (We will call ours the liberty of 
Belize) ñBuild houses, plant trees, let your children 
marry, and increase. Work for the well of the country. If 
it goes well for the country, it will go well for you.ò  
Today we can honestly say it has gone well for the  
country and us. 

                            Menno Loewen Spanish Lookout 
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Ask  Rubber Boots  

Hi there, Rubber Boots,  

Question:  

What kind of flour is best for bread?   Why does bread 
sometimes come out with a  "heavy" texture?  

Answer:  

High gluten flour is best for bread.   High gluten flour, 
which is high in protein, at least 15% per cent, is milled 
from hard spring wheat.   Robin Hood flour and Hi -Rise 
Whole Wheat flour are two brands that are high in pro-
tein.  

If flour is left too long in a humid climate, sometimes 
even in a sealed container, such as Tupperware, it ab-
sorbs moisture and makes bread come out with a 
"heavy" texture.  Buy flour in smaller quantities or use it 
while it's fresh (before it absorbs too much moisture) to 
ensure a light texture.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Dear AG Reader,  

Anybody have a good way to get those annoying geckos 
out of your house, that is without lots of poison?  Send 
them in and weôll print the best solutions. 

Yours Gratefully  
Rubber boots  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Dear Creative Cooks,  

Belize AG  would like to hear what novel uses our read-
ers have found for Cassava flour, Breadfruit flour and 
Ramon nut flour.  Please submit your ideas and recipes, 
with your name and address.  Belize Ag will print the 
most interesting, along with senderôs name and address, 
unless requested not to. 

Thanks !  

R.B. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

If you have any questions or tips for Rubber 
Boots, please send them to;  
rubberboots@belizeagreport.com  

 

 

_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burns Ave, San Ignacio, Cayo. 

 

Ko-Ox Han -Nah   

(LET½S GO EAT) 
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The Ag Calendar  

 

Belize  

NATS April 30ð May 3  Belmopan  www.agriculture.gov.bz  click on the NATS webpage.  

 

Regional  

Expo Fair  Late July  Managua ,Nicaragua    

Fiesta Santa Domingo (Horses)  Aug 1ð10  Managua, Nicaragua     

 Feria Yucatan,Xômatkuil ð Mid Nov. Merida, Yucatan, Mexico  

Tizimin  Livestock Show  - Early Jan 2010  Tizimin, Yucatan, Mexico 

 

If you have an event you would like added to our calendar , send it to; editor@belizeagreport.com  


